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President’s Letter
This president’s letter might not be the easiest to read, but stick with me.  The hard part will be that I am calling each and every one of you to take action in support of AEYC in Pennsylvania.

First, the good news:  The PennAEYC board (made up almost entirely of representatives from each local affiliate chapter and our at-large membership) has taken a significant step to increase the capacity of the state affiliate.  Sharon Easterling has been retained as a consultant, with the initial goals of establishing an office in Harrisburg and securing funding for a full-time executive director.  Sharon is currently (and will continue to be) Executive Director of Delaware Valley AEYC and brings with her many years of expertise in managing the largest affiliate chapter in PA.  Kelly Johnson will continue as Administrative Assistant, and we expect that her time will be re-structured to provide more direct contact with local affiliate chapters and the membership.

Significant though this step might be, the bad news is that PennAEYC’s growth in influence and services will not succeed without more participation from members at the local level.  Pennsylvania has the fourth largest AEYC membership in the United States—over 4,500 strong—and we need to reflect that strength in our work both in quantity and quality.

It is still difficult to attract people willing to assume leadership roles in the local affiliate chapters, to sit on local committees, and to advocate at the local and state level for children and families.  There is no better time to get involved, and there is so much work to do.  Who better than you can speak to the value of accreditation as a significant goal in our state-wide quality initiative?  Who better than you can ensure that pre-K classrooms are developmentally appropriate, that children are going to school ready to learn in all developmental domains, and that parents are helped to understand their important role as their child’s first teacher?

There is much to do, and the PennAEYC board has taken a big step to do a better job on your behalf.  But now we need you to take a step as well.  Don’t do it just because it counts as a professional development activity for STARS or because it will look good on your resume.  Do it for yourself, for your colleagues, and for excellence in early education.  You will find a list of PennAEYC officers with e-mails on page 7 in this newsletter, as well as a list of the full board.  Please contact any one of us to find a way to help in our continued growth, and I hope I didn’t lose you along the way.
       --Linda Ehrlich, President

Ways to Get Informed and Involved

1.  sign up for e-mail alerts and news:

*PennAEYC e-news:  kjohnson@pennaeyc.org
*NAEYC’s Children’s Champions:  www.naeyc.org/policy/
*BUILD e-news:  join-BUILD@lists.cas.psu.edu 

2.  write a letter to an editor or legislator about Week of the Young Child (see page 3 for samples)

3.  contact your chapter president to join a committee
Upcoming Activities
April 2008:  Pittsburgh AEYC Month of the Young Child activities; www.pghaeyc.org
 

April 5:  Lehigh and Northampton AEYC Conference; www.lanaeyc.org 

 

April 10-12:  Delaware Valley AEYC Annual Conference, "Embracing the Whole Child," Philadelphia; www.dvaeyc.org; DVAEYC is offering a discount on registration fees to all PennAEYC members 

  

April 13-19:  Week of the Young Child

 

April 18 and 19:  Pennsylvania Music Educators Association presents Dr. John Feierabend, a leading authority on early childhood music and movement.  Hershey Lodge and Conference Center.  Contact Kelly Gressley at 888-919-7632 or Kelly@pmea.net. 

April 25:  Learning Early Network’s 9th Annual Conference, “Readiness and Transitions through the Arts,” Sayre, PA, $5 discount on registration fee for PennAEYC members.  For information call 570-268-2787.

April 26-27:  Pennsylvania Home-based Child Care Providers Association Annual Training Conference, State College;  PHCCPA1@aol.com 

May 1-2:  PA Head Start Association Spring Conference, Choosing Our Path, Embracing Our Future," Harrisburg, www.phsa.org
May 13:  Early Childhood Action Day, Harrisburg

June 8-11:  NAEYC Professional Development Institute, New Orleans

June 21:  PennAEYC Summer Board Meeting
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PennAEYC Members 12% discount

UPS orders $49 and over

truck orders $750 and over
Discount code 

#PAAEYCO8 

(Code must appear on order)
**Ask about our compliance with ITERS and ECERS Guidelines**
Call 1-800-631-5652 to contact your regional sales consultant.
Excludes playground & factory direct items

Expires Jan 31, 2009.

Prices are to be from the current “2008” catalog only.

Excludes all other promotions.
PennAEYC Member Elected to

NAEYC Governing Board

I am delighted to officially announce that I am a member of the NAEYC Governing Board!! I am the newest at-large member – one of two to be elected. Stephanie Curenton from NIEER is the other at-large member elected. Tom Rendon from the Department of Human Services of the State of Iowa is the newest Affiliate Liaison Board Member. 
 I want to take this moment to thank each of you for supporting me (and for voting) through this process. Many of you supported me by putting my candidate information in your newsletters and on your websites, and by talking with your local/state –AEYC chapters about the election process and my candidacy. I truly appreciate these efforts, and they sure did pay off!
 The honor of being picked to run was thrilling in itself, and to be elected is even more so!
 My service officially starts in April, and I’m looking forward to working in this new capacity to better the lives of young children, their families, and early childhood professionals. 
 
Respectfully, 
  
Rebecca E. Gomez, M.Ed.,  rgomez@seregionalkey.org
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The Week of the Young Child is an annual celebration sponsored by the NAEYC.  The purpose of the Week of the Young Child is to focus public attention on the needs of young children and their families and to recognize the early childhood programs and services that meet those needs. 

NAEYC first established the Week of the Young Child in 1971, recognizing that the early childhood years (birth through age 8) lay the foundation for children's success in school and later life. The Week of the Young Child is a time to plan how we--as citizens of a community, of a state, and of a nation--will better meet the needs of all young children and their families. 

The theme for the Week of the Young Child 2008 is Bring Communities Together for Children--Children Bring Communities Together. 

NAEYC designates the Week of the Young Child dates and theme, but events are planned and implemented by local communities. Celebrations are organized and coordinated by regional, state, and local NAEYC Affiliates, and by individual early childhood programs and community organizations providing services to young children and families.  Local communities may tailor celebrations to meet their own needs. For example, while NAEYC traditionally designates a Week of the Young Child, some groups generate so much enthusiasm and support that they celebrate the "Month of the Young Child". Others have modified the dates of their celebration to coordinate with other community scheduled events. 

However adapted, the central purpose remains unchanged--to promote the needs of young children, their families, and the early childhood programs that serve them. 

Today we know more than ever before about the importance of children's earliest years in shaping their learning and development. Yet, never before have the needs of young children and their families been more pressing. 

The Week of the Young Child is a time to recognize that children's opportunities are our responsibilities, and to recommit ourselves to ensuring that each and every child experiences the type of early environment--at home, at child care, at school, and in the community--that will promote their early learning.

NAEYC provides many resources and materials for WOYC planning at www.naeyc.org.  
Sample letter to the editor of a newspaper:
Dear Editor,

Young children here in (city/county) deserve the best that we can give them.

Week of the Young Child, held April 13-19, is a time to recognize the needs of young children, and thank the adults involved in their education and care.  Parents, teachers, caregivers and other adults play important roles in the lives of young children, and Week of the Young Child celebrates their efforts.  

We can show our support for early learning in our community by promoting early literacy programs, thanking teachers who care for our children, and working to ensure that our public policies support early learning for all young children.

Week of the Young Child is a time to focus our attention on bringing our community together for children.

Sample letter inviting businesses to join the celebration:
The Week of the Young Child honors the more than 35 million children from birth through age eight in America, and the families, teachers, and others who help children make the most of the opportunities in their early years.


Your business can be a part of the celebration to recognize the needs of young children!


Ways in which your business can help support early childhood education:

Volunteer your time at [describe your WOYC event and what volunteers can do]

Thank early childhood teachers and others who work to make a difference for children

Organize a volunteer event for employees to work with local children in your community

Recognize the needs of families and adopt family-friendly policies

Research shows that high-quality early childhood programs help children—especially those from families with low incomes—develop the skills they need to succeed in their education and throughout their lives.


Local celebrations of the Week of the Young Child build support for programs and policies that are vital to young children in [city/county].


To find out about Week of the Young Child events in your community and how you can help, contact [who/how].

Help bring our community together for children because children bring our community together!

        --from NAEYC’s website
Professional Development Report
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 Set Your Own Professional Development Goals

There is a magic in setting goals.  Things happen.  I accomplish things.  I change.  Problems get solved.  Dreams come true.  I learn new things.

I’m not saying we don’t make changes as we go, adjust our course, or set new goals.  There is a magic in setting and writing down goals.  We become aware of and do the things we need to do to achieve and accomplish.  Goals help us stay on target.

Try to think of at least five professional development goals – a book to read, a topic about which to learn and develop expertise, a problem to be solved, a skill to develop.  Is it developing a power point presentation?  Is it developing and submitting a workshop proposal?  Is it making a presentation to an adult audience?  Is one of your goals developing skill as a classroom coach?  Is it volunteering to take a leadership role with your local AEYC affiliate group?  Is it volunteering to gather a group of early educators from preschools and public schools in your community to develop transition activities for children moving on to kindergarten?  Is it taking a course or working toward a new degree or certification?

Write down your goals.  Break down steps to achieve your goals and get going!

Performance Assessment Professional Development Opportunities Available Across Pennsylvania
We live in a test-obsessed society.  With state funding for early childhood education and early intervention, accountability is now in place in our state.  Designed to gather information about the amount and type of progress that young children receiving state funding are making, the information will be used to document learning and improve learning experiences.

Pennsylvania has adopted a performance assessment system which meets NAEYC guidelines for developmentally appropriate child assessment.

This year data is being gathered for children receiving early intervention services and those involved in PA PreK Counts programs.  Beginning in 2009 all children in state-funded early childhood programs, including STARS 3 and 4, will be included.

Beginning in July, The Work Sampling System checklists will be used throughout Pennsylvania.  The Work Sampling is a curriculum-embedded performance assessment taking place in the context of everyday classroom experiences.  Performance or functional assessments document the social, emotional, physical, and cognitive accomplishments of children in context. 

The OUNCE scale is the authentic performance assessment for infants and toddlers.

Look for opportunities to learn about The Work Sampling System, OUNCE, and performance assessment.  Professional development opportunities are and will be available throughout the state this spring.  Visit www.pakeys.org to find opportunities near you.

Also watch for information about Pennsylvania’s Early Learning Network (ELN), OCDEL’s ground-breaking effort collecting children’s learning outcomes. 

--submitted by Pat Miiller, Vice President for Professional Development
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The federal budget is an indication of the nation’s priorities for the investment of public dollars.  The Budget Resolution and appropriations for fiscal year 2009 should send a strong signal that young children and their families are the nation’s investment priority.  The Administration’s budget request for fiscal year 2009 is a flawed start for children and families.  

· 200,000 fewer children would receive child care assistance in fiscal year 2009 than in fiscal year 2007, on top of thousands of children that lost assistance due to years of flat discretionary funding.

· Head Start funding would increase by only $148 million, which is insufficient to cover inflation and makes no headway in paying for new requirements in the reauthorized Head Start Act.  It is estimated that 13,000 fewer children could enroll in Early Head Start and Head Start in fiscal year 2009.

· Even Start would be eliminated.

· Part C special education for infants and Part B and Section 619 preschool grants are frozen again, despite a significant need to provide early intervention services for these children so they will be ready for school.

· 21st Century Community Learning Centers after school programs would be cut by $281 million, potentially leaving thousands of children “home alone”.

Urge Senator Specter, Senator Casey and your Representative to:

· Reject the Administration’s budget proposal

· Pass a Budget Resolution that provides room for significant increases for domestic discretionary spending

· Ensure that the 302(b) allocation to the Subcommittee on Labor/Health and Human Services/Education Appropriations can provide appropriate resources for the Child Care & Development Block Grant, Head Start, Even Start, and other education and other human resources services for young children.

For more information and how to contact your federal legislature, go to www.naeyc.org.
February 12 – 13 PennAEYC took a team of 7 people to the NAEYC Public Policy Forum.  The team consisted of Renee Beisswanger (CSAEYC), Amy Bennett (CAAEYC), Gerri DiLisi (DVAEYC), Mardi Isler (PAEYC), Licia Knight (DVAEYC), Amber Ruch (PennAEYC), and Jan Sapotichine (PAEYC).  The first day the team spent listening to briefings about the current budget proposal and public policy issues.  The second day the team met with their Representatives or staff individually and then as a group met with Senator Casey’s staff and dropped off a packet of information for Senator Specter.

February 11th Mardi Isler, Jan Sapotichine and Amber Ruch attended the NAEYC Quality Rating Improvement System (QRIS) meeting.  We should be very proud of where Pennsylvania is on the road to quality.  Pennsylvania is one of the 15 states nationwide that have implemented statewide QRIS programs.  Pennsylvania is also one of the few states that have included grants to help programs reach the higher quality goals.  Pennsylvania is a great place to be in the early care and education world.

In fiscal year 2008 – 2009, Pennsylvania Administration proposes the following increases to serve additional children and families:

· Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts—The 2008-2009 budget provides an additional $12.5 million in order to reach 1000 more children and to respond to parent requests that some half-day programs be extended to full-day.

· Keystone STARS—Governor Rendell’s $4.8 million increase will allow programs to provide higher quality early education to 170,000 children.

· Child Care Works Subsidized Child Care Program—Governor Rendell’s $6.9 million increase will serve an additional 2600 children, allowing services to 235,000 children total.

· Early Intervention—Governor Rendell’s expansion will serve 1450 more infants and toddlers and an additional 1480 preschoolers.

· Nurse Family Partnership—In 2008 – 2009, Governor Rendell’s $1 million increase will serve up to an additional 240 families.

· The Governor’s proposed education budget takes a crucial first step in meeting the state’s commitment toward adequate funding for every district.

Save the date:  This year’s Early Childhood Action Day will be on Tuesday, May 13th.  More information will be coming soon!!

--submitted by Amber Ruch, 
Vice President for Advocacy
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Bucks County AEYC:
Bucks County AEYC (BCAEYC) is celebrating the Week of the Young Child with an entire month's worth of activities.  On April 11th we will hold our Annual Child Advocacy Breakfast.  Early childhood educators, legislators, and community leaders will join together in celebrating Pennsylvania's vision that "all families will have access to high quality early childhood education and school age child care opportunities fostering success in school and in life."  BCAEYC is honored to welcome back Harriet Dichter, Deputy Secretary of the Office of Child Development and Early Learning, as our Keynote speaker.  The Quality Child Care Coalition of Bucks County will also provide a briefing on its activities in the past and coming year.
     This year, Breezy Point Day School and Tabor Children's House will serve as host sites for our children’s celebrations of the Week of the Young Child.  Children from all over Bucks County will gather for lots of fun, including games, crafts, magic, a petting zoo, and a special snack.  BCAEYC is most appreciative of the donations received from the community for these events.
     Bucks County parents have not been forgotten, either!  BCAEYC is delighted to sponsor a Parent Program, "Promoting your Preschooler's Social and Emotional Development" on April 2.  Five hosts schools have joined together to bring this important program to our community.  Our presenter will be Lori Borman, M. Ed., of Child Development Specialties in Newtown, Pa.  We look forward to an evening of sharing and learning as parents discuss supporting a healthy self concept, encouraging independence, and dealing with challenging preschool behaviors.
Monroe County AEYC:
MCAEYC and the Pocono Healthy Community Alliance will be hosting an Early Learning Advocacy Event for children on April 19, 2008 at the Stroud Mall in Stroudsburg, PA during the “Week of the Young Child”.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The theme is “Bring Communities Together for Children.”  Children between the ages of birth to third grade are invited to participate in “Parade to the Future.”  This is a parade in which the children dress up in their own personal vision of “What they want to be when they grow up.”  In participating in the parade, the children will help us emphasize the importance of quality early care and education.  There will also be Pre-School Developmental Screenings available, Eastern Monroe Public Library-PA One Book Project, STARS centers will provide developmentally appropriate activities for parents and children to share, Project ABLE, information on programs dealing with children, county legislators, and much more.  Also May 18 will be Early Childhood Day with the SWB Yankees at PNC Field. 

MCAEYC will be celebrating the annual Early Childhood Practitioner Recognition Dinner on May SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 30, 2008.  We will be recognizing practitioners who have been in the same center for 5, 10, 15, 20 or more years.  An Educator of the year award is also given to a person who has shown leadership in advocacy, strives for quality child care, is active in the community, and holds high professional standards.
Lehigh & Northampton AEYC:
1.  4 scholarships are being given to outstanding students at the 2 local tech schools and the 2 local community colleges

2.  April 5 is our LANAEYC conference titled "Model the Way" featuring Cynthia Renehan

3.  3 programs have been selected to receive a $ 1000 grant to start NAEYC accreditation process, with mentoring

4.  Another program is being explored to sponsor re-accreditation for those centers who are looking to re-accredit their programs . . . the plan is to get this up and running this summer

5.  We are in the planning stages of starting an Emerging Leaders Forum . . . hopefully to be hosted by LANAEYC next fall

6.  We are also co-sponsoring a Northampton County training day with some local center-based programs.
Northeastern PennAEYC:
The Northeast chapter of PennAEYC is working on reestablishing a presence.  Currently, the governing board is focusing our mission and goals, and notification of opportunities to serve has been sent out to the current membership.  

Pittsburgh AEYC:
 The Pittsburgh Association for the Education of Young Children has a new Assistant Director, Jan Sapotichne.  Jan, who joined PAEYC in January, was previously the Director of Child Care Services at the Greensburg YMCA for fifteen years, where she led a child care department with 75 staff and 500 children, ages 18 months to 12 years.  Jan’s most recent accomplishment was to obtain an MS in Organizational Influence and Policy from Carlow University.  Jan is very happy to be working at PAEYC and would like to thank her co-workers, Molly, Kim and Michelle and the PAEYC Board for their enthusiastic welcome and never-ending dedication to the field of early childhood education.
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PennAEYC 2008 Board of Directors
Officers
President: Linda Ehrlich (Pittsburgh AEYC) lindashady@aol.com
President-elect:  Terry Thomas (Lehigh & Northampton AEYC) tata47@earthlink.net 

Secretary:  Lola Rooney (Delaware Valley AEYC) lrooney@philaymca.org
Treasurer:  Michelle Zitsch (At-Large) mzitsch@pennaeyc.org
VP Membership:  Jocelynn Smrekar (At-Large) jsmrekar@clarion.edu
VP Chapter Support:  Barb French (Pittsburgh AEYC) bff1@pitt.edu
VP Professional Development:  Pat Miiller (Bucks County AEYC) pmiiller@earthlink.net
VP Advocacy:  Amber Ruch (Capital Area AEYC) amber.ruch@yahoo.com
Chapter Reps

Bucks County AEYC:  Roseann Fry

Capital Area AEYC:  Amber Ruch

Central Susquehanna AEYC:  Renee Beisswanger

Delaware Valley AEYC:
East PennAEYC:  Anita Powell

Lancaster Area AEYC:  Cathy DiGuisto

Lebanon Valley AEYC:
Lehigh and Northampton AEYC:  Terry Thomas

Monroe County AEYC:  Patty Murphy

Northeastern PennAEYC:  

Northwestern PennAEYC:  Sandi Waite-Stupiansky

Pittsburgh Area AEYC:  Jeanne Taylor

York Area AEYC:  Kate Alfree

At-Large Board Members
Darlene Hamilton, Debra Lawrence, Michele Black, James Johnson, Brooks Eldredge-Martin
Call for Officer Nominations
PennAEYC has three officer positions up for election this year; each position runs from January, 2009 to December 31, 2010.  The Vice-President for Membership is responsible for recruiting and retaining members and providing services to and communication with all members including at-large area members.  The Vice-President for Professional Development is responsible for coordinating and collaborating to provide and promote professional development opportunities and promote NAEYC Accreditation.  The Board Secretary is responsible for PennAEYC Board Operations including by-laws, nominations and elections, and policies and procedures.  

 PennAEYC is led by a volunteer Board of about 25 people, including 8 elected officers and representatives from each of the 13 local AEYC chapters in the state.  PennAEYC is currently funded almost entirely by membership dues, of which PennAEYC receives $15 per member.  The Board meets four times each year.  PennAEYC also contracts for the services of an Administrative Assistant for 50 hours a month.  
2008 Budget
	Professional Development
	$1,000

	Advocacy 
	$1,000

	Chapter Support 
	$1,000

	Membership Development
	$1,000

	Occupancy
	$10,000

	Newsletter
	$1,800

	Office Management
	$42,450

	At-large Members
	$2,500

	Meetings/Retreat
	$6,500

	Mileage 
	$500

	Phone/Printing/Postage 
	$2,200

	Computer Expenses
	$500

	Conference Attendance 
	$500

	PACCA Dues 
	$250

	Financial Services
	$500

	Insurance 
	$1200

	Supplies and Equipment 
	$1,700
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Stay informed and involved between newsletters with PennAEYC’s
e-newsletter.  Email kjohnson@pennaeyc.org to sign up.

In this Issue
1:  
President’s Letter 

2:  
Upcoming Activities, Special Offer for Members, PennAEYC Member Elected to NAEYC Governing Board

3:  
Week of the Young Child

4:  
Professional Development Report

5:    
Public Policy Report

6:  
Local Chapter Reports

7:  
PennAEYC 2008 Board & Budget, Call for Nominations[image: image4.wmf]
�











PAGE  
6

