Here are some of the many activities that were held around our state in observance of Week of the Young Child 2008. 
 

Pittsburgh AEYC:  PAEYC is gearing up for the Month of the Young Child - with several activities being held throughout the region.  Our largest collaborative effort is with Beginning with  Books and Read! 365.  They have hosted the "Biggest Bedtime Story Ever" for the past several years; it is a wonderful FREE event for families!  This year, they have moved the event to April, to serve as the kick-off to MOYC!  We will also hold an event at the Children's Musuem of Pittsburgh and Center for Creative Play.  Our goal is for the entire region to celebrate and embrace MOYC.  www.pghaeyc.org 

 

Capital Area AEYC:  CAAEYC is holding a WOYC concert event with Woody Wolfe.  www.caaeyc.org 

 

Bucks County AEYC:  For MOYC, BCAEYC is holding a parenting program April 2, their Annual Advocacy Breakfast on April 11, an activity for faith-based programs on April 14, and Children's Celebrations April 16 and 18.

 

Penn State's Child Development Laboratory (with Smart Start Centre County and Schlow Memorial Library in State College):  Staff provided storytelling in local family day care homes and story stretching activity plans for the library website. The One Book effort nicely coincides with the WOYC and has now become a part of the community celebration.  Our children attended a reading of the story, Up, Down, and Around by the author, Katherine Ayers, at the library.  Each of our families will receive a copy of the book.  We have invited CDL alumni who are now in elementary school, to come and read to the children this month.  Our staff, undergraduate students and children will be working on a display of children's art work at the State College Municipal Building. Our colleagues at the Bennett Family Center are working on this with us and we have invited all local early care and learning programs to contribute work for the display.      
The Pre K Counts partnership programs in our county will be a part of the Jake Corman Day event on April 14 and the CDL has invited our parents of PreK Counts children and their teachers to give testimony to Sen. Corman regarding the success and benefits of the PreK program this year. 

 

Phillies v. Cubs April 12   "Pennsylvania's Promise to Children Awareness Day" promoting Southeastern PA's celebration of MOYC.  Allan Miller, exec dir of the Terri Lynne Lokoff Foundation, will throw out the ceremonial first pitch.

 

Early Childhood Education Center at Juniata College, Huntingdon: Our Center schedules our annual St. Jude Children's Hospital Trike-Thon during the WOYC.  Over the years we have raised a total over $8000.00.

 

On April 17th the CCAC Boyce Campus Child Development Center is having "Up, Down, and Around" read by our storyteller, Ms. Chris Kearns, in the student lounge at 1:00pm.  Parent James Hawkins, will illustrate the story as it is being read.  Other stories to follow. 

 

"Our Buddy's Place" in Mt. Pleasant (Westmoreland Co) will be having someone from Senator Regola's office to come and read our book to us on April 11th.

 

 

Lansdale Play and Learn, Lansdale:  Gymboree demonstration, community helper thank you notes, librarian visit, career day, field trip, a Bike Shop presentation, ice cream social, a dress-up parade, and mystery/parent readers. 

 

Play and Learn,  Collegeville:  thank you notes, staff storybook character dress-up storytime, career day, ice cream social, parade.

 

Springhouse Play and Learn Center, Lower Gwynedd:  community helper thank you notes, face painting & dress up, ice cream social, and career day.

 

Play and Learn, Blue Bell:   community thank you cards, fire truck visit, moon bounce, Tykenology Computer Bus tour, mystery readers, bike/trike day, dental hygiene lesson, community helper parade.

 

Project P.L.A.Y. School, Cheltenham:   Our week of guest readers is becoming an annual event during the Week of the Young Child. We have parents join us at various times of the day, and it's a lovely time for children to feel special and the value of books to be emphasized. It nicely strengthens our connection between home and school as well.

 

 York Area AEYC:  On the evening of April 15th, YAAEYC honored childcare professionals at a special recognition banquet with keynote speaker Katherine Ayers, author of Up, Down, and Around.  On April 16th, Ms. Ayers facilitated a post-banquet discussion for early childhood educators.  

 

Bryn Mawr Play and Learn:   community helper dress-up, fundraising pizza dinner, staff breakfast, international day, pajama pizza and ice cream party, and more. 
 

Walter D. Palmer Leadership Pre-Kindergarten Academy:  "Take 5" morning activities with parents, grocery bag promotion, make and take family night, community forum on early childhood education, pretzel party, guest readers, and more.
 

West Point Child Learning Center, Lansdale:   sticker campaign, quality childcare presentation, advocacy presentation, behavior presentation, family bingo night, traveling artwork.
 

Monroe County AEYC:  MCAEYC and the Pocono Healthy Community Alliance hosted an Early Learning Advocacy Event for children April 19 at the Stroud Mall in Stroudsburg.  The event
included a "Parade to the Future," preschool developmental screenings, One Book Project, developmentally appropriate activities, and much more.  
 

Lebanon Valley:  Guest readers (including local legislators) at child care sites for One Book project, Children's Festival at Lebanon Valley Mall, children's art show and story hour at HACC.  

 

Come Little Children Child Care Center, Kulpsville:  "Take 5" morning activities with parents, celebration breakfast,  Representatives Kate Harper and Robert Godshall were scheduled to visit the center.      

 

Casa del Carmen Day Care, Philadelphia:  We had the Philadelphia Zoo on Wheels bring animals out for the kids to see and touch, Magician, Little Connies, parents and grandparents day to come have lunch with the kids and for the 2nd year our city councilwoman Maria Quinones-Sanchez brought and signed a book she read to the children.

 

Arcadia University, Glenside:   Students in our Child Development course and Assessment and Intervention in Infancy and Toddlerhood course made informational posters to be displayed in childcare sites.  Kappa Delta Pi Education Honor Society collected, sorted and donated children's books to local childcare centers, Head Start sites, and elementary schools in the Philadelphia area.  Students participated in a DVAEYC workshop on “Sharing Observations with Parents and Peers.”

