Good Afternoon.  Thank you Governor Rendell for the opportunity to talk about the difficult situation the early childhood community is facing today. Thank you to everyone for coming here and all those listening across the state.  
My message is twofold.  We need a budget……. and we need that budget NOW. 
HOWEVER…… that budget absolutely must be a budget that keeps working families working and gives children the quality education they must have for their future success.  
That is why our organization supports the Governor’s decision to blue line Senate Bill 850.  Child care funding is critical to the future of Pennsylvania’s children, critical to families all across the state and critical to both our local and state wide economies.   
As a former early childhood teacher, child care director and community educator I have seen firsthand the enormous impact this funding has had for children, families and communities across our state.  

Now, as the Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Association for the Education of Young Children, I am hearing from many of our 5,400 members (members who live in communities all across the Commonwealth) about the effect the budget impasse is having on them and the families they serve.  
But they are not only taking about the impasse, they are concerned about whether or not our state Government will remember that it is not simply that we need a budget – but a budget that supports our children and families.  

Early childhood staff are being laid off, having to access unemployment, food stamps, and at risk of losing their homes, etc. Our most vulnerable children who benefit from Child Care Works and Keystone STARS funding are being turned away from programs or asked not to return until the budget passes. Classrooms are being closed, leaving families without reliable early education options. 

While it may seem to some that all this points to simply putting some sort of budget in place – the truth is that these programs and families will be FAR WORSE OFF with a budget like the one proposed in Senate Bill 850. We support the Governor blue lining Senate Bill 850 because the hardship families with children in child care and child care providers are feeling now would NOT be alleviated with its passage…….instead, if Senate Bill 850 were made permanent, it would cut services to 17,000 children, eliminate at least 2,000 jobs and in both the short and long term that would be much, much worse.  
I stand here before you today to remind everyone to keep our focus on a budget that provides enough funding for child care and does not have us abandon the children, families and teachers in communities all around the Commonwealth.  Thank You. 
